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Fiddlesticks

Review

Fiddlesticks, Garlic Theatre, Cramphorn

Garlic Theatre has created, in this production, an entire imaginary 
world of adventure, peopled by bits of old violin that left its young 
audience totally captivated from the opening bars.

Iklooshar Malara is the genius puppet master behind this fabulous world 
of music, movement and drama. A world of mime, clowning and audience 
reaction where a violin breaks away from its roots and goes in search of 
his sweetheart violinka.  She, along with all the world's best music, has 
been imprisoned by the heartless conductor Metronomus (made of bits of 
music stand).

The whole show bursts at the seams with creativity and innovation, which 
inspired the audience and drew them wide-eyed into its 
world of flying song-sheets, cello-bow horses and the cacophonous music 
prison immaculately cued by co-puppeteer Mark Pitman.

All puppets have an attraction beyond their materials, but these 
creatures have a truly sculptural quality that lifts them out of 
toyland. Talking to the mums and teachers after the show, they were 
universal in their praise and admiration for the way the company had 
completely bewitched their young charges.


Jim Hutchon

