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                   GARLIC THEATRE 
www.garlictheatre.org.uk

‘Excellent manipulation from one of England’s leading puppet companies’ Simon Hart Edinburgh Animation Festival.

Founded in 1997, Garlic Theatre is a Visual Theatre Company that uses image, puppet animation, movement and live music to create theatre productions of artistic excellence. We aim to challenge, entertain and stimulate people of all ages through work, which encourages imaginative play and develops a new awareness of the power of puppet animation. The Company specialises in thought provoking work for young people which is also stimulating and exciting for adults.

Garlic Theatre is proud to work with different directors, musicians and designers to continually refine and experiment with new performance techniques. The Company has  worked with directors Mark Bell,  Shaun Myatt,  Roland Allen, Andras Lennart, Bob Pearce and currently with Steve Tiplady. The Company works closely with designer Michaela Bartonova from Tineola Theatre and with musicians Jonathan Lambert and Rosie Toll.
Theatre Productions by the Company
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Rapunzel 1997

George and the Dragon 1999

Sindbad the Sailor 2000

Flea Circus 2002

Fiddlesticks 2004

The Sorcerer’s Apprentice 2005

Billy Goats Gruff 2006

The Magnificent Flying Machine 2007

Old Mother Hubbard and Her Cupboard 2008

Little Red Robin Hood 2010

The Forgotten Tailor 2010
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Schools

Since 1997, Garlic Theatre has performed puppet shows to young people in hundreds of schools settings: in nurseries, primary schools, high schools, small rural schools and special schools.  The Company is deeply committed to the benefits of puppetry in schools and of bringing live performances to any child regardless of income. 

Workshops and residencies 

Educational work with schools in Norfolk and throughout the UK has also been an evolving, creative and essential part of Garlic Theatre’s work in schools. We encourage every school to benefit from a puppet demonstration after the show to show the young people the techniques of puppet manipulation and give an insight into how the puppets are made and share our creative practice with them. In this way we can link into the curriculum needs of the school especially in the areas of design and technology, creative writing and speaking and listening.

Over the years, Mark and Iklooshar have enjoyed giving residencies in schools  with Creative Partnerships and working with Anna McCarthy from NEAS to encourage puppetry in schools. Garlic Theatre has given many workshops on puppet making and manipulation, mime and drama to young people and also teachers for the Talking Partnerships scheme. 

In 2010 Iklooshar worked with Sheila Wigg from Norfolk County Council’s Early Years Literacy Project to bring Billy Goats Gruff to many settings in the Litcham area.  In this project new learning materials were developed to enhance the shows legacy in the school and a CD was also produced to accompany the show. The Feedback from this was fantastic and showed the need for similar projects in the future. 

Festivals in the UK 
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Garlic Theatre tours regularly to Festivals in the UK such as the Beverly Puppetry Festival 2010 and the Scottish Animation Festival 2000 – 2011

Other UK Festivals include:

Belfast 

Skipton Festival 

Brighton Visions 

Horse and Bamboo Festival

International Festivals 

Garlic Theatre has toured to 16 countries outside the UK winning 5 awards in International Puppet Festivals.
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Other International Festivals include:

International Puppet Festival Lahore 1997

Hungary Iron Rooster Festival Gyor 1999(First Prize)

Slovenia Lutke Ljubljana 2000

32nd Zagreb International Puppet Festival 2000

Ghent Figeuro 2000 (Luk Vincent Prize)

Llleida and Gava Spain

Brazilian International Festival 

Kramfors Pupptry Festival Sweden

Festival of Wonder Denmark 2001

Singapore Arts Festival

Meppel Festival Holland

Dubin Puppet Festival S Ireland

Taiwan Arts Festival 2005

Gent Festival 2009

Lubin Hans Andersen Theatre Poland 2009

Iasi Festival 2011

Brittany Festival 2013

Touring

Garlic Theatre has toured puppet productions extensively throughout  the UK for 14 years. Art Centres, village halls, schools and Theatres are the main venues. The Company also gives workshops on puppetry techniques of making and manipulation to all venues. The Company undertakes residencies in schools and teaches specialised courses at the Central School of Speech and Drama as well as Emerson College in Suffolk.

Grants and Funding

Garlic Theatre would like to thank the National Lottery, Arts Council East England, the British Council, Norfolk County Council, The  Baring Foundation and especially the Golsoncott Foundation for financial support. We are fully committed to the effective implementation of our equal opportunities policy and believe in encouraging arts for all.
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